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WHO IS WATCHING THE ARSON REGISTRANTS?
Most fire investigators are aware that there is an arson regis-
trant program, but whose responsibility is it to maintain on a
local level? The Penal Code states that a registrant must con-
tact the Chief of Police when entering a jurisdiction. In most
cases, however, the police department does not have fire in-
vestigators or the personnel to track arson registrants and so
the paperwork is filed and no further monitoring is con-
ducted. The information has been handled properly, but what
happens when the fire department investigator needs infor-
mation on a registrant or comes into contact with one? In
order to make full use of the arson registrant program and the
information available, the local jurisdiction in charge of ori-
gin and cause investigation should coordinate the program or
be involved with the police department operations. The fol-
lowing information will cover the arson registrant program
from arson conviction to movement within and out of a local
jurisdiction. On 01-01-85 Section 457.1 was added to the
California Penal Code. This section mandated that persons
convicted of Penal Code Sections 451 or 453, felony arson
crimes, follow a program of registration similar to sex and
narcotics offenders. Like the sex and narcotic registrants, ar-
son registrants are tracked by the California Department of
Justice and use the same forms for documentation. Unlike
sex registrants, failure to comply with the terms of the agree-
ment is a misdemeanor offense.

The original program specified that a convicted arsonist
register for a period of five years after discharge from jail,
release from prison, or expiration of parole or probation for
first time offenders. A second conviction of 451 or 453
brought on a requirement for lifetime registration. On
September 7, 1994, Section 457.1 was changed to make all
451 and 453 convictions a lifetime registration requirement.

A PERSON IS CONVICTED OF ARSON
When a person is convicted of Section 451 or 453 of the Cali-
fornia Penal Code, they will be sentenced to incarceration,

probation or probation along with fines. They will also be
ordered to comply with the terms of the Arson Offender Reg-
istration Program as set forth in Section 457.1 of the Penal
Code.

If probation or probation along with fines are imposed,
the Court will complete California Department of Justice
form SS8047(rev. 2/98), Notice of Registration Requirement,
and the convicted arsonist will read and sign the agreement.
The court will give one copy of the form to the registrant and
send two copies to the Department of Justice, which will for-
ward one copy to the agency having local jurisdiction where
the person expects to reside.

When sentenced to jail or prison, it will be the responsi-
bility of the place of confinement to complete the SS8047
(Notice of registration requirement) and require the regis-
trant to read and sign the form. Not later than 45 days prior
to release the registrant receives a copy of the form. Copies
are also sent to the law enforcement agency having local ju-
risdiction where the person expects to reside, the prosecuting
agency and the Department of Justice. The SS8047 is a five-
copy form and the distribution of the forms is listed at the
bottom of the page. A “Notice of release pursuant to 11150
of the Penal Code” is also sent by the Department of Correc-
tions to the local law enforcement agency having jurisdiction
where the person expects to reside and the State Fire Mar-
shal. The State Fire Marshal will often forward a copy to the
Fire Marshal of the fire agency having jurisdiction.

THE REGISTRANT ENTERS A JURISDICTION
Once establishing residence in a jurisdiction after conviction
or release from incarceration, the registrant has thirty days to
contact the local law enforcement agency to register. On this
first-time registration the law enforcement agency will com-
plete forms BCII-5 (Fingerprint card), SS-8102 (Registration
change of address / annual update) and SS-8072
(Registration receipt) and photograph the registrant. The
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