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2003 - 2004
SCHEDULE OF EVENTS

November 13 - Regular Meeting - Luncheon
November 23 - Chargers Tailgate & Game
December 12 - Holiday Party

January 8 - Regular Meeting - Evening
Membership Drive

February 12 - Regular Meeting - Luncheon

Past President’s Day
March 12 - Vendors Night - Evening
April 8 - Regular Meeting - Luncheon
May 13 - Regular Meeting - Luncheon
Board Elections
May 21 - Golf Tournament

Put these dates on your calendar NOW! Many
events are selling out early, so make sure you

el

ﬂl ace your ticket orders early. Thanks for

ping make the association strong with
your participation!
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(866) 381- S.T.A. R.
Physical Therapy Network
Over 14 county wide locations

Indicators of Vehicle Fraud Fires
Fred Herrera, CFI

During year 2000inthe City of San Diego, therewere 1,270
fire department responsesto vehiclefires. Of those 1,270,
40.9 %, or 519, weredetermined to beincendiary (based
onastatistical averageof al incendiary firesfor that time
period). Thehighest percentage of thesefiresoccurredin
the month of July, on Friday night between the hours of
4:01 p.m. and 8:00 p.m. The motivations for the 519
deliberately set firesvary, asinal fires: Revenge/ spite,
Excitement, Vanddism, Crime conced ment, Extremist, and
Fraud/ profit. Thecostsof thesefiresareincurred by all
through higher insurance premiumsand the endangerment
of innocent people exposed to theincidents. Thisarticle
will examinesituationssurrounding vehiclefraudfiresand
will also examinethe“red flags’ tolook for, which can be
used by the municipal and privateinvestigator. Motive:
Motiveisdefined asaninner urgethat promptsapersonto
actionwith asense of purpose, thereason for setting the
fire. Anoverview of thecircumaancesleading uptoavehicle
firecanlead to possiblemotives. Research may reved that
thevehiclewasoffered for saleprior tothefire. Thedealer
may have been contacted and given an offer to take the
vehicleback. Or, theremay berecent estimatesfor costly
repairs. Both long and short-term loansor leasesarethe
causeof many vehiclefraudfires. If thetermisshort, high
monthly payments, routinely in excess of $600 per month,
canbeamotive. If itisan extended |ease, sometimesas
long as seven years, the value of the vehicle dropsmuch
faster than the principal balance. Becausethe after market
and bluebook vauesareroughly the same, oneway for the
owner of the vehicleto break even or profitisto remove
componentsthat will be covered by theinsurance, to be
resold at alater date, and burnthevehicle. Thefiremay be
set up to appear accidental or as a vehicle theft and
subsequent at adifferent location. Entry intothevehicle
: When examining aburned vehicle, consider thefollowing
issuesregarding entry. Many times, anowner sagesavehicle
fraudfireasavehicletheft. Arethewindowsintact and can
the position of theinterior door locksbe determined? Are
the exterior key slotsintact? Have they been forced or
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damaged? If thewindows and key slotsareintact, then
statementsfrom the owner indicating that the vehiclewas
locked are aconcern. There had to be some was to get
intothevehiclewithout akey. If thedoor locksarenolonger
inthedoor, they will most alwaysbeinsidethe door, at
thebottom. Thedloy housng mets, alowing theassembly
to drop down, but the steel key dot and the brasstumblers
will keep their shape. Anexaminationwill show whether
therewasforcetothekey dot and tumblers. Anexamination
of theareaaround thevehiclemay yield tiretracksfromthe
vehicleused to get away from the scene, shoeimpressions,
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clean window glassfrom forced entry or other physical

evidencelinking the responsible party to the scene. The
vehicle'sinterior : Duringavehiclefraudfire, theentryis
madewithout force, sncethe owner hasthekeys, athough
someownersmay break awindow for effect. Thesameis
truefor theignition. However, many peopleredizethat the
ignition needsto be defeated for the vehicleto be stolen
andwill try tomimicaforcedignition. If theignitionkey dot
isdamaged, acloser examinationwill show whether itisdill

locked, indicating superficid tooling, or isactudly defested.

No matter how much damagethereis, if it'still locked, it
was ot defeated. If thekey dot isnot defeated, then the
vehiclemay havebeen hot-wired. If thewiring behindthe
ignitionswitchiscut, anexaminaionby anexpertwill indicate
whether theright wireswere cut and spliced, or that it was
amock attempt. Incidentally, vehicletheft expertsreport
that hot-wiring is alittle-used method of theft in newer
vehicles. Also, somenewer vehiclesuseignition keysthat
have contact points built into the key that completesthe
circuit for the computer system. Without thiscontact, the
computer systemwill not function and thevehiclewill not
dart. Hot wiring, defegting theignitionlock, or evenusinga
non-factory duplicated key will not successfully start the
vehicle. Thisgreetly narrowsthe number of personsableto
move these types of vehicles. Steel and brasskeyswill

amost dwayssurviveafire. Findingthekeysintheignition,

or onthefloorboardif thefire caused theignition assembly
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tofdl can makefor aninteresting interview with the owner
of thevehicle. If heavily damaged by fire, anx-ray or forensc
examination of theignition switch may show signsof force
to thetumblers, whichwill dso normaly surviveamost al

fires. Asexperienced by d most everyonewho hasowned a
vehicle, thelocking steering whedl breaksfreeupon turning
theignitionkey. If theignitionlock wasnot defeated, then
the steering whee! lock must beindividualy defeated, or the
vehiclecan't besteered. Thesteeringwhed lock isusualy
atachedtotheignition switch assembly or may beaseparate
aloy housingfurther downthesteering column. Basicdly, a
metal cog fitsinto anotch in the steering columnandis
retracted to make steering possible. Also, onmany vehicles
the automatic transmission can’ t be shifted out of “Park”

unless the ignition switch is turned. There are many
componentscommonly takenfromavehicle, includingthe
sound system, valuable engine parts, air bags and seats.

Whilethisisalso common for vehiclesthat wereactually
stolen, theamount of careand precisionintheremoval of
the components, aswell astheease of removal, inthecase
of locking lug nutson wheels, may be an indication of the
urgency felt by the person performing the removal.
Conclusion: Issuesto examineinapossiblevehiclefraud
firearethefinancia statusof the owner and thetermsof the
vehiclefinancing, theability of an outside party to enter,
start and drivethe vehiclewithout keysand the method of
removing missing vehiclecomponents. Anevauation of the
fireindicatorsand acomprehensveinterview withtheinsured
may establish alink totheresponsible party.

Investigator Herreraisa twenty-two year veteran of the San Diego
Fire Department, has been a member of San Diego’s Metro Arson
Srike Team (MAST) for 14 years and also conducts origin and
cause investigationsfor Engineering & Fire Investigations (EFI).
Inadditionto IAAl and NAFI and CCAI CFI certifications, he has
an ASDegreein Fire Scienceand isa licensed Private I nvestigator.
Investigator Herreraisthe San Diego County Roundtabletraining

coordinator and Ex-Officio Board member for CCAl, the California
chapter of |AAI.





